
From: Carrie Scull <cscull@me.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 8:33 AM 

To: Bruce Bassett; Debbie Bertlin; Jane Brahm; Mike Cero; Dan Grausz; 
Joel Wachs; Benson Wong 

Subject: Mercer Island Core Development - Pybus Market 


Dear Mercer Island City Council Members: 


Thank you for showing our community your commitment to the process of 
thoughtful planning to provide the next generation of Mercer Islanders a 
downtown that we all can enjoy and be proud of years from now - a legacy 
for future residents. I would like to follow up on my brief statement at last 
night's meeting regarding the moratorium for development of the MI town 
core. 


As you proceed, I hope you will give our community time, prior to new 
development, to consider the following concept for our MI core: A 
pedestrian/stroller-friendly space that will give residents of every age a 
safe and central place to go where they will see friendly faces, have time 
and space to gather in any weather, and be able to dine and/or shop with 
a little urban flare and variety while supporting small local retailers. I offer 
Wenatchee's Pybus Market as a potential model for consideration 
because the development of this central public-private partnership has 
finally given that city a hub -- a daily meeting place that has something to 
offer residents from every age and walk of life. 


Each time I have visited Pybus market, I've purchasing something useful 
(such as locally grown frozen rhubarb in December), dined at a small local 
restaurant, and enjoyed unplanned visits with friends doing the same. 
Pybus market is both the gateway to Wenatchee's outdoor seasonal 
Farmers' Market now situated immediately outside it's doors, and it is 
home to the year-round permanent stalls and lofts of local restaurants, 
cafes, butchers, cheese shops, seafoods, ice cream vendors, florists, 
wine-tasting and much more, with indoor seating for all to enjoy. On warm 
days, it's glass garage doors can open to all sides. On cold days, the 
doors can close. It hosts local musicians and school-district wide chess 
tournaments. It has parking to one side, and green park with bike trials 
and benches to the other. The day it opened, Pybus market instantly 
created a vibrant heart of town, and gave Wenatchee's community a place 
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to go any day or evening of the week, in a way nothing else in the town I 
called home for six years had managed to do. 


I invision a Mercer Island with such a gathering place at it's heart, located 
centrally in the blocks across from Mercerdale park, and within a block of 
our seasonal Farmers' Market. I would go regularly to the MI Farmers' 
Market on rainy and blustery days if I knew I could support our market and 
then take cover in a place like Pybus to enjoy my plate of food from 
outside before shopping inside. Kids could park their bikes and go 
anywhere in town from such a place. Adults could walk from their 
retirement homes and be warm and amongst local youngsters. We could 
listen to our local inspiring musicians play in a friendly and dry or open-air 
venue. A local entrepreneur could finally try opening a much needed 
bakery in a small, central, and affordable location. The list of opportunities 
could be extensive, and we all deserve more time to think about turning 
these possibilities into realities prior to any further development the 
downtown core of Mercer Island. 


There are Pybus Market concept photos to view at urls listed below: 


http://www.pybuspublicmarket.org/portfol... 

http://www.pybuspublicmarket.org/portfol... 

http://www.pybuspublicmarket.org 


Thank you so very much for taking the time to read this. I hope you will 
also take a few minutes to browse the Pybus Market web site, consider 
their concept drawings, and perhaps even contact people you may know 
who live in Wenatchee and use Pybus Market. Whether Pybus Market is 
the right model for MI or not, our master plan for Mercer Island should truly 
have something of this nature at it's core. 


Warm regards, 

Carrie Scull 

(4035 80th Ave SE)

http://www.pybuspublicmarket.org/portfolio-type/pybus-design-concepts/
http://www.pybuspublicmarket.org/portfolio-type/construction-at-pybus-market/
http://www.pybuspublicmarket.org/

