
                                           TAS K FO R C E

IMPACT OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS ON THE QUALITY OF 
EDUCATION IN THE MERCER ISLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM DEAN MACK, MISD CFO AND YOUR PRINCIPAL

Mercer Island School District is perceived to be a richly funded school system. That perception does 
not reflect reality.  Data published by the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction for the 
State of Washington shows the following for the 2013-14 school year:

 MERCER ISLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT REVENUE PER STUDENT
Federal Revenue Per Student  $     307.62      293rd out of 295 Districts
State Revenue Per Student  $  6,327.42       287th out of 295 Districts
Other Financial Resources Per Student $       52.32       121st out of 295 Districts
Local Revenue Per Student  $  4,143.57        23rd out of 295 Districts

Total Revenue Per Student   $10,830.94      144th out of 295 Districts

• When backing out gifts and donations provided by donors to the Mercer Island Schools Foundation, PTA and 
Booster Clubs, along with tuition for Full-Day Kindergarten, total funding drops to $10,168.54 per student, 
and places Mercer Island School District at 215th place out of the 295 school districts in the state. 

• It is the valued work of the Mercer Island Schools Foundation, PTA and Booster Clubs that provide 
leverage to the district to help implement the 2020 Vision and Mission of enabling all of our students 
to thrive in the cognitive, digital and global world while sustaining their passion and inspiration for 
learning. These entities help make it possible for the district to deliver a 21st century education that 
prepares students to convert information into knowledge and to create the innovative solutions 
demanded by tomorrow’s world.

• These gifts from the Foundation, PTA and Booster Clubs provide budgetary leverage needed to sustain 
educational excellence and enable the district to:

1. Hire an additional twelve teachers (4 at each school) to enhance programs at the elementary 
school level. Without these donations and if no other cuts to the district’s budget were made 
we would have to increase class sizes in every elementary classroom, rather than the average  
of 24.4 students that we are able to maintain. 

2. Provide enhanced art and music programs, along with paraprofessional time to assist in  
supporting the learning environment, at the elementary level.

3. Sustain four additional teachers at both the middle school and high school levels. Without 
these donations and if no other cuts to the district’s budget were made, we would need to 
eliminate about 20 classes at each of the schools. The additional classes are in the areas of  
advanced math, literacy, science, and technology. 

4. Offer more classes in world language, art and music.

The generosity and investments made by our community  
to enhance the education of our children raises the district from 215th place  

to 144th place, out of the 295 school districts in the State of Washington.  

No one on Mercer Island wants to be “middle of the pack” in anything let alone educational funding. Your 
investment in education truly makes an impact and we are appreciative. Together, we are building on the 
long established legacy of excellence that meets the 21st century needs of every student on Mercer Island.    

YOUR INVESTMENT IN EDUCATION  
TRULY MAKES AN IMPACT! 

  

  

  

  

  

  


